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INVITATION

2023 SEOUL S&T FORUM INVITES YOU!

We are pleased to invite you to join us for the 2023 Seoul Science & Technology (S&T) Forum. 
The event will be held on Tuesday, November 7, 2023 at the Plaza Hotel in Seoul, Korea under 
the theme of “A.I. Innovation and our Future Society.” This year’s Forum is hosted by the National 
Research Council of Science & Technology (NST), organized by the Korea Institute of Science and 
Technology (KIST) and the Science and Technology Policy Institute (STEPI), and sponsored by the 
Korean Ministry of Science and ICT (MSIT).

Since its foundation in 2010, the Seoul S&T Forum has served as a platform for discussing the 
inclusive and sustainable development of Science and Technology. For this year’s event, we aim 
to explore the limitless possibilities of A.I. and its impact on our future society.

The event will feature 2 keynote speeches, as well as 6 presentations and 2 panel discussions 
divided across 2 Sessions. The themes for the keynote speeches will be “Building Embodied 
Autonomous Agents with Multimodal Interactions” and “AI & Data Utilization in Public Sector.” 
Each Session will consist of 3 presentations and a panel discussion, with the theme for Session 
I being “The Issues of AI in the Public and Private Sector: Challenges and Values,” and Session 
II dealing with the topic of “Humans, AI and Robots: A New Paradigm for Collaboration and 
Coexistence.”

The 2023 Forum is expected to be an invaluable opportunity for exchanging ideas and sharing 
perspectives, and will be open to the public via livestream on the NST YouTube channel, with 
simultaneous Korean–English interpretation services also being provided.

We sincerely hope that you will be able to join us for this year’s Forum, as your insights and 
expertise would contribute significantly to the event’s success.

We look forward to seeing you at the Forum!
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Tuesday November 7 @ Diamond Hall, The Plaza (22F), Seoul

10:00–10:30 Opening Ceremony

10:30–11:10
Keynote Speech I. Building Embodied Autonomous Agents with Multimodal 
Interactions

11:10–11:50 Keynote Speech II. AI & Data Utilization in the Public Sector

11:50–13:20 Luncheon

13:20–15:20
Session I. The Issues of AI in the Public and Private Sector: Challenges 
and Values

15:20–15:40 Coffee Break

15:40–17:40
Session II. Humans, AI and Robots: A New Paradigm for Collaboration and 
Coexistence

17:40–17:50 Closing

17:50– Gala Dinner

PROGRAM AT A GLANCE
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VENUE LAYOUT

TRANSPORTATION
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PROGRAMPROGRAM
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Keynote Speech I

Building Embodied Autonomous Agents with Multimodal Interactions

Name

Position

Organization

Email

Ruslan Salakhutdinov

Professor, Machine Learning Department

Carnegie Mellon University

rsalakhu@andrew.cmu.edu

Education Career

BA Double major in Computer Science 

and Mathematics, Honors Degree. 

High Point University, NC, USA.

MS Department of Computer Science, 

University of Toronto

PHD Department of Computer Science, 

University of Toronto

2016~ Present

Professor, Machine Learning Department, Carnegie Mellon University

2011~2016

Assistant Professor, Department of Computer Science and Department 

of Statistical Sciences, University of Toronto

2009~2011

Postdoctoral Research Associate, Brain and Cognitive Sciences (BCS) 

and Computer Science and Artificial Intelligence Lab (CSAIL), MIT.

Summary

In this talk, I will show how we can design modular agents for visual navigation that can perform tasks specified

by natural language instructions, perform efficient exploration and long-term planning, build and utilize 3D semantic

maps, while generalizing across domains and tasks. Specifically, I will first introduce a novel framework that builds 

and utilizes 3D semantic maps to learn both action and perception in a completely self-supervised manner. I will

show that the new framework can be used to close the action-perception loop: it improves object detection and 

instance segmentation performance of a pretrained perception model by moving around in training environments,

while the improved perception model can be used to improve on object goal navigation tasks. In the second part

of the talk, I will introduce a method to ground pretrained text-only language models to the visual domain, enabling

them to process arbitrarily interleaved image-and-text inputs, and generate free-form text interleaved with retrieved

images, I will show that the model is able to  achieve strong zero-shot performance on grounded tasks such as

contextual image retrieval and multimodal dialogue, and showcase its interactive abilities.
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Plenary Speech II

AI & Data Utilization in Public Sector

Name

Position

Organization

Email

So Ah Park

Vice President

VAIV Company

soapark32@vaiv.kr

Education Career

BA Natural Science, 

Mokpo National University

MS Computer Engineering, 

Hannam University

PHD Computer Engineering, 

Hannam University

2019~

Head of Division, Digital Transformation Service Division, VAIV 

Company

2016~2019

General Manager, Digital Government Service Team, 2e Consulting 

Inc

2000~2014

General Manager, Government Consulting Team, Samsung SDS

2020~2021

Advanced Program for Urban and Environmental Studies, Seoul 

University

2022~

Expert adviser, Presidential Committee of Digital Platform Government

Summary

Since 2000, Dr. So Ah Park has been involved with several key e-government projects in Korea, and Dr. Park is

currently conducting major policy research on data-based Digital Government Innovation, Smart Cities, Big Data,

AI, and Digital Twins as Expert Adviser for the Presidential Committee on the Digital Platform Government.
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Session I - Chair 

Name

Position

Organization

Email

Kyoungjin Choi

Professor College of Law/ Director, Center for AI·Data and Policy

Gachon University

kjchoi@gachon.ac.kr

Education Career

BA Law, Sungkyunkwan University

MS Law, Duke University, USA

PHD Law, Sungkyunkwan University

2022-Present

President, Korea Association for Artificial Intelligence and Law

2021-2023

President, Personal Information Protection Law Association

2020-Present

President, Korea Association of Personal Data Professionals

2019-Present

Director, Center for AI·Dataand Policy, Gachon University

2013-Present

Korea Delegation, United Nations Commission on International Trade 

Law (UNCITRAL)
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Session I - Presentation I

Creating an Environment for Utilizing AI Technology

Name

Position

Organization

Email

Minsung Kim

Head, Government & Regulatory Affairs, IBM Korea

IBM Korea

minsung.kim@ibm.com

Education Career

BA Business Administration, 

Hankuk University of Foreign Studies

MBA Yonsei University

2020 ~ 2023

Head, Government & Regulatory Affairs, IBM Korea

Summary

Mr. Kim’s presentation will explore topics including the utilization of artificial intelligence technology in industrial

areas, IBM’s AI technology cooperation activities, and institutional/regulatory support for utilizing AI technology.
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Session I - Presentation II

Understanding of AI Regulation System and Policy Implications

Name

Position

Organization

Email

KwangHo Lee

Senior Research Fellow, Office of Innovation Law & Institution Research

Science and Technology Policy Institute (STEPI)

leekh@stepi.re.kr

Education Career

BA Bachelor of Science & Engineering in 

Inorganic Materials, Seoul National 

University, Korea

MS Master of Science & Engineering in 

Inorganic Materials, Seoul National 

University, Korea

PHD Ph.D. in Science & Engineering in 

Materials, Seoul National University, 

Korea

2002~current

Senior Research Fellow, Science and Technology Policy Institute (STEPI)

2016~2017

Group Leader for Technological Regulation Research Center, Science 

and Technology Policy Institute (STEPI)

2010~2011

Vising Research Fellow, Korea Development Institute (KDI)

2000

Senior Researcher, Research Institute of Advanced Materials, Seoul 

National University (SNU)

Summary

In this talk, the background of the arguments for and against AI regulation and the relationship between AI and

regulation will be presented. The main contents and characteristics of the EU's ‘AI regulation act’ will also be introduced,

as it is the first legislation about AI regulation to appear and be enacted within the framework of risk management.

In addition, several critical issues about AI regulation and corresponding policy will be discussed.
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Session I - Presentation III

Aligning AI to Commercial Value

Name

Position

Organization

Email

Jack Hampson

CEO, UK Governments AI Dealmaker

Deeper Insights & UK Government Global Entrepreneur Programme

Jack.hampson@deeperinsights.com

Education Career

BA -

MS -

PHD -

8 years

Consumer Electronics

10 years

Artificial Intelligence Consultancy

2 years

UK Government Advisor

Summary

In this presentation, Mr. Hampson will explore the value of aligning an AI strategy to a business strategy, why

so many AI projects historically have failed, and what businesses need to do to guarantee success. Drawing on

his 10 years of experience in delivering successful AI projects to enterprise and corporate clients, Mr. Hampson

will go into the details of data, people, methodology and more, giving the audience a toolkit they can use when

thinking of applying AI to a business problem.
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Session I – Panelist 

Name

Position

Organization

Email

Won H. Cho

Founding Partner

D’LIGHT Law Group

whc@dlightlaw.com

Education Career

BA Seoul National University

MS Judicial Research and Training 

Institute of the Supreme Court of 

Korea (2001)

University of Texas, School of Law, 

LL.M., USA

PHD Seoul Venture University

2001-2017 Partner, Bae, Kim & Lee LLC

2006-2008 Legal Counsel, Cultural Content and Industry Promotion Agency

2011-2013 Committee Member, Korean Federation of Science and 

Technology Societies

2011-2013 Committee Member, Presidential Council on Intellectual Property

2011-2014, 2017-present  Director, Korea Licensing Executives Society

2011-2014 Committee Member, Korea Fair Trade Commission Advisory 

Committee on Enforcement of Industrial Property Rights

2013-present Adjunct Professor, KAIST, Intellectual Property Graduate School

2013-present Committee Member, Korean Intellectual Property Office, 

Industrial Property Rights Dispute Settlement Committee New York

2014 Secondee Partner, Ropes & Gray LLP (New York)

2015-present Director, Korean Association of Entertainment Law

2019-present Director, Singapore Health Technologies Consortium

2019-present Advisory Committee Member, Korea Association of Research 

Institute Technology Transfer

2019-present Director, Korea Bar Association Small and Medium Venture 

Business Law Form

2019-present Steering Committee Member, Seoul National University Dental 

Medi-Care Business Incubator

2020-present Advisory Lawyer, Ministry of Science and ICT

2020-present Policy Advisor of the Global Cooperation Committee of the 

Korea Pharmaceutical and Bio-Pharma Manufacturers Association

2020-present Director of the Korean Banking and Financial Law Association

2017-present Partner, D’LIGHT Law Group
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Session I – Panelist 

Name

Position

Organization

Email

Hyeonkyu Lee

PM, PM Group 

Institute of Information & Communications Technology Planning & Evaluation

heonkyulee@iitp.kr

Education Career

BA Computer Engineering, 

Seoul National University

MS Computer Science, KAIST

PHD Computer Science, KAIST

2018~2020

Professor, Computer Science, KAIST

2011~2014

SVP, Open Platform Division, KT

2007~2010

Director, Mobile Center, NHN

2003~2007

CEO, Management, iCross Technology

1990~1999

Director, Research Center, Handysoft
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Session II - Chair 

Name

Position

Organization

Email

Hwasup Lim

Head, Center for Artificial Intelligence

Korea Institute of Science and Technology (KIST)

hslim@kist.re.kr

Education Career

BA Electronics Engineering, 

Hanyang University

MS Electrical Engineering, Pennsylvania 

State University, USA

PHD Electrical Engineering, Pennsylvania 

State University, USA

2011 – Present

Principal Research Scientist at Korea Institute of Science and 

Technology (KIST)

2019 – 2020

Visiting Scholar at University of Surrey, UK

2007 – 2011

R&D Staff Member at Samsung Advanced Institute of Technology 

(SAIT)

2003 – 2007

Research Assistant at Pennsylvania State University
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Session II - Presentation I

Machine Learning Techniques for Science and Engineering: Focused Study on Materials Science

Name

Position

Organization

Email

Seung-Cheol Lee

Director

Indo-Korea Science and Technology Center, KIST

Seuncheol.lee@ikst.res.in, leesc@kist.re.kr

Education Career

BA Metallurgical Engineering, 

Seoul National University

MS Metallurgical Engineering, 

Seoul National University

PHD Metallurgical Engineering, 

Seoul National University

1999~2000

Senior Scientist, Research Institute of Advanced Materials, Seoul 

National University

2001~Present

Principal Researcher, Korea Institute of Science and Technology

2003~2004

Visiting Scientist, Band Theory Group, Daresbury Laboratory, UK

2009

Visiting Scientist, Institute of Inorganic Chemistry, Aachen University, 

Germany

2013~Present

Director, Indo-Korea Science and Technology Center, KIST, India

Summary

Machine learning has brought unprecedented change to not only our society, but also to how we approach science

and technology. In this talk, Dr. Lee presents his research results on applying machine learning techniques to IKST’s

research activities. With respect to computational science, the primary area of focus at IKST, prior to conducting research,

it is possible to use machine learning techniques to perform a literary investigation and prepare a summary of the

research plan, thereby narrowing down the area to be studied. For example, if we sought to design a new solar cell

material which is composed of 5 or 6 elements, an astronomical number of potential combinations within that material's

phase space would generally need to be studied first. However, by using first-principles calculation and machine learning

techniques, it is possible to quantitatively predict new materials by reducing the research resources and time needed

to screen them. As such, machine learning techniques can play a vital role in reducing the number of materials combinations.
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Session II - Presentation II

Geospatial Foundational AI for Sustainable and Regenerative Agriculture

Name

Position

Organization

Email

Praveen Pankajakshan

Head

Cropin AI Lab, India

praveen@cropin.com

Education Career

BA Electrical Engineering, Indian Institute 

of Technology (IIT), Roorkee, India

MS Electrical and Computer Engineering, 

Texas A&M University, College Station, 

TX, USA

PHD Signal & Image Processing, INRIA, 

Sophia Antipolis, France, (summa cum 

laude)

2023~Present

Advisory Committee Member, Harvard Data Science Initiative, Harvard 

University, Cambridge

2020~Present

Head CropinAI Lab, CropinTechnology Private Limited, Bangalore, 

India. Building and Scaling AI Models for B2B

2017~2020

Principal Data Science Manager, Corteva Agriscience, (Legal entity 

E. I. DuPont), Hyderabad, India.

2014~2017

Data Analytic Scientist, Shell Technology Center Bangalore, India, 

Center for Computational Excellence
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Session II - Presentation III 

Efficient Large-scale 3D Modeling Using Omnidirectional Vision and Depth sensing

Name

Position

Organization

Email

Jongwoo Lim

Professor, Mechanical Engineering

Seoul National University

jongwoo.lim@snu.ac.kr

Education Career

BA Computer Science, 

Seoul National University

MS Computer Science, UIUC, USA

PHD Computer Science, UIUC, USA

2005~2011

Senior Scientist, Honda Research Institute USA

2011~2012

Software Engineer, Google, USA

2012~2023

Professor, Dept. of Computer Science, Hanyang University

2018~2018

Visiting Researcher, Microsoft, USA

2023~ Present

Professor, Dept. of Mechanical Engineering, Seoul National University

Summary

Recent progress in computer vision and deep learning has facilitated precise depth sensing and realistic 3D modeling

from visual data. In contrast to traditional cameras, Prof. Lim’s presentation will suggest implementing a multi-camera

setup with ultra-wide-angle fisheye lenses boasting more than 220 degrees of field of view (FoV). Such an arrangement

could enable 360-degree omnidirectional depth estimation, as well as more robust and precise visual simultaneous

localization and mapping (SLAM). By combining dense depth estimation and camera trajectory, it is possible to

achieve full 3D structure modeling of the environment. The camera system proposed will autonomously navigate

mobile robots, generate and update HD maps for autonomous vehicles, as well as provide city-scale visual mapping

through the use of helmet-mounted miniature cameras. This presentation will address fundamental challenges, the

basic algorithmic concept, and practical instances in robotics and 3D modeling.
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Session II – Panelist 

Name

Position

Organization

Email

Pawan Goyal

Associate Professor, Department of Computer Science and Engineering

IIT Kharagpur

pawang@cse.iitkgp.ac.in

Education Career

BA Electrical Engineering, 

IIT Kanpur, India

MS -

PHD Computing and Intelligent Systems, 

University of Ulster, UK

2011-2013

Post-doctoral Fellow, INRIA Paris Rocquencourt

2013-2020

Associate Professor, CSE, IIT Kharagpur

2020 - present

Associate Professor, CSE, IIT Kharagpur
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Session II – Panelist

Name

Position

Organization

Email

Sung Soo (Eric) Kim

Founder and CEO/ Adjunct Professor

Datacrunch Global/ School of International Studies, Hanyang University

eric.kim@datacrunchglobal.com, erickimz@hanyang.ac.kr

Education Career

BS Economics, University of Missouri, 

Columbia, MO, USA

MA Economics, University of Missouri, 

Columbia, MO, USA

PHD Management Engineering, Business 

School, KAIST

2017~Present

Adjunct Professor, School of International Studies/ School of Business, 

Hanyang University

2023~Present

Adjunct Professor, School of Business Administration, Ulsan National 

Institute of Science and Technology

2016~ Present

Founder and CEO, Datacrunch Global
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Building Embodied Autonomous Agents with 

Multimodal Interactions

Ruslan Salakhutdinov

Professor,

Machine Learning Department, Carnegie Mellon University

Keynote Speech Ⅰ
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AI & Data Utilization in Public Sector

So Ah Park

Vice President,

VAIV Company

Keynote Speech Ⅱ
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SESSION Ⅰ

The Issues of AI in the Public and Private Sector: Challenges and Values

Presentation I

13:20-13:45

Minsung Kim

Head, Government & Regulatory Affairs, IBM Korea

Presentation II

13:45-14:10

KwangHo Lee

Senior Research Fellow, Office of Innovation Law & Institution Research,

Science and Technology Policy Institute (STEPI)

Presentation III

14:10-14:35

Jack Hampson

CEO, Deeper Insights/ UK Governments AI Dealmaker for

the Global Entrepreneur Programme
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Minsung Kim
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Creating an Environment for Utilizing AI Technology

Minsung Kim

Head,

Government & Regulatory Affairs, IBM Korea

Session Ⅰ-1
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Understanding of AI Regulation System and

Policy Implications

KwangHo Lee

Senior Research Fellow,

Office of Innovation Law & Institution Research,

Science and Technology Policy Institute (STEPI)

Session Ⅰ-2
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Aligning AI to Commercial Value

Jack Hampson

CEO, 

Deeper Insights/ UK Governments AI Dealmaker for the Global Entrepreneur Programme

Session Ⅰ-3
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SESSION Ⅱ

Humans, AI, and Robots: A New Paradigm for Collaboration and Coexistence

Presentation I

15:40-16:05

Seung-Cheol Lee

Director, Indo-Korea Science and Technology Center, 

Korea Institute of Science and Technology (KIST)

Presentation II

16:05-16:30

Praveen Pankajakshan

Head, Cropin AI Lab, India

Presentation III

16:30-16:55

Jongwoo Lim

Professor, Mechanical Engineering, Seoul National University
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Machine Learning Techniques for Science and 

Engineering: Focused Study on Materials Science

Seung-Cheol Lee

Director,

Indo-Korea Science and Technology Center, 

Korea Institute of Science and Technology (KIST)

Session Ⅱ-1
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Geospatial Foundational AI for Sustainable and 

Regenerative Agriculture

Praveen Pankajakshan

Head,

Cropin AI Lab, India
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Efficient Large-scale 3D Modeling Using 

Omnidirectional Vision and Depth Sensing

Jongwoo Lim

Professor, 

Mechanical Engineering, Seoul National University
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The Seoul Science and Technology (Seoul S&T) Forum is a platform for discussing and reinforcing 

S&T's role in inclusive and sustainable development. The Forum offers compelling content as well as 

opportunities for interacting with key stakeholders in various fields. It brings together regional 

policymakers, international development professionals, and green technology R&DB specialists to 

exchange expert opinions, form concrete partnerships, and promote multilateral cooperation for 

sustainable development.

 

A. Overview

1. Name: Seoul Science and Technology Forum (Seoul S&T Forum)

2. Official language: English/Korean

3. Duration: 1-day event, held in late October and/or early November

- First held in 2010

- Held annually from 2010 to 2014 and again in 2016, 2019, 2021, 2022 (9 times so far)

4. Target Participants: Regional policymakers, international developers, green technology R&DB 

specialists

5. Venue: Seoul, Korea

6. Website: http://www.sstforum.com

 

B. Purpose

To provide a platform for addressing and assessing S&T's role in the inclusive and sustainable 

development of the global community, all while offering compelling, cutting-edge content and 

exceptional opportunities for interacting with key stakeholders from various fields.
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1) 2022 Seoul S&T Forum

Title A.I.’s Role in the Future Transformation of Science and Technology 

Date Oct. 31, 2022

Venue The Plaza Hotel, Seoul, Korea 

Host National Research Council of Science and Technology (NST)

Organizers
Korea Institute of Science and Technology (KIST)

Science and Technology Policy Institute (STEPI)

Sponsors Ministry of Science and ICT

Participants 227 Participants from 34 different countries

2) 2021 Seoul S&T Forum

Title Research Paradigm Shift for the World after COVID-19

Date Nov. 2, 2021

Venue The Plaza Hotel, Seoul, Korea 

Host National Research Council of Science and Technology (NST)

Organizers
Korea Institute of Science and Technology (KIST)

Science and Technology Policy Institute (STEPI)

Sponsors Ministry of Science and ICT

Participants 158 participants from 21 different countries
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3) 2019 Seoul S&T Forum

Title
Critical Roles of Innovation Clusters: Addressing policy Issues and Challenges for 

Inclusive Growth

Date Nov. 6~7, 2019

Venue The Plaza Hotel, Seoul, Korea

Host National Research Council of Science and Technology (NST)

Organizers

Science and Technology Policy Institute (STEPI)

OSONG Medical Innovation Foundation

Korea Innovation Foundation (INNOPOLIS)

Korea Institute of Science and Technology (KIST)

Sponsors Ministry of Science and ICT

Participants 289 participants from 27 different countries

4) 2016 Seoul S&T Forum

Title Science, Technology &Innovation (STI) for Better Life

Date Oct. 27~28, 2016

Venue The Plaza Hotel, Seoul, Korea

Hosts/

Organizers

National Research Council of Science and Technology (NST)

Korea Institute of Science and Technology (KIST)

Science and Technology Policy Institute (STEPI)

Green Technology Center (GTC)

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 

(UNESCAP)

Sponsors
Ministry of Science and ICT

YTN Science

Participants 271 participants from 39 different countries
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5) 2014 Seoul S&T Forum

Title New Vision for Global R&DB

Date Nov. 5~7, 2014

Venue The Plaza Hotel, Seoul, Korea

Hosts/

Organizers

National Research Council of Science and Technology (NST)

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific

(UNESCAP)

Sponsors

Korea Institute of Science and Technology (KIST)

Korea Institute of Industrial Technology (KITECH)

Green Technology Center (GTC)

YTN Science

Participants
Ministry of Science, ICT, &Future Planning

Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA)

6) 2013 Seoul S&T Forum

Title Creative R&DB for Inclusive &Sustainable Development for Global Community

Date Oct. 30~Nov. 2, 2013

Venue The Plaza Hotel, Seoul, Korea

Hosts

Korea Research Council of Fundamental Science and Technology (KRCF)

Korea Research Council of Industrial Science and Technology (ISTK)

United Nations Development Program (UNDP)

Organizers

Korea Institute of Science and Technology (KIST)

Korea Institute of Industrial Technology (KITECH)

Green Technology Center (GTC)

Sponsors
Ministry of Science, ICT, &Future Planning

Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA)

Participants 316 participants from 43 different countries
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7) 2012 Seoul S&T Forum

Title A New Role of PRIs: Sharing Innovation Capacities

Date Oct. 31~Nov. 3, 2012

Venue Lotte Hotel, Seoul, Korea

Hosts/

Organizers

Korea Research Council of Fundamental Science and Technology (KRCF)

Korea Institute of Science and Technology (KIST)

Science and Technology Policy Institute (STEPI)

Sponsors
Ministry of Education, Science and Technology

Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA)

Participants 209 participants from 30 different countries

8) 2011 Seoul S&T Forum

Title Bridging Needs and Resources for Global Green Growth

Date Oct. 5~8, 2011

Venue Lotte Hotel, Seoul, Korea

Hosts/

Organizers

Korea Research Council of Fundamental Science and Technology (KRCF)

Korea Institute of Science and Technology (KIST)

Science and Technology Policy Institute (STEPI)

Sponsors

Ministry of Education, Science and Technology

Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA)

Maeil Business News Korea

Participants 188 participants from 20 different countries
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9) 2010 Seoul S&T Forum

Title International Cooperation of Public Research Institutes for Green Growth

Date Nov. 18~20, 2010

Venue Shilla Hotel, Seoul, Korea

Hosts Korea Research Council of Fundamental Science and Technology (KRCF)

Organizers
Korea Institute of Science and Technology (KIST)

Science and Technology Policy Institute (STEPI)

Sponsors

Ministry of Education, Science and Technology

Presidential Committee on Green Growth

The Korea Economic Daily

Participants 384 participants from 35 different countries
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GENERAL INFORMATION ON KOREA

LANGUAGE CURRENCY

The Korean language - like Hungarian, Turkish, Mongolian 

and Finnish - is classified among the Ural-Altaic language 

group. Hangeul (the Korean alphabet) is composed of 10 

simple vowels and 14 consonants. A group of scholars 

under the patronage of King Sejong the Great developed 

this ingenious language system nearly five hundred years 

ago. In 2009, the town of Bau-Bau in Sulawesi, Indonesia 

adopted Hangeul as their official written language.

Currency: ￦ (KRW) You can exchange up to $10,000 in 

foreign currency and/or travelers' checks at a time. Bank 

operation hours in Seoul are 9:00 am - 4:00 pm, Monday 

through Friday, with bank operations at Incheon International 

Airport lasting from 6:00 am - 9:00 pm daily.

VISA TOURISM

Visitors from countries not under Visa Exemption 

Agreements must apply for visa extensions if planning to 

stay more than 30 days. To see if you are visa exempted, 

please visit: https://www.visa.go.kr/

Tourist information for Seoul, Korea - as well as other 

information - can be found at the websites for the Korea 

Tourism Guide(http://english.visitkorea.or.kr/enu/index.kto) and 

the Seoul Convention Bureau(http://www.miceseoul.com/).

BUSINESS HOURS CREDIT CARDS

Office hours for government workers are usually 9:00 am 

to 6:00 pm on weekdays. Banks are open from 9:00 am 

to 4:00 pm on weekdays and closed on weekends. Major 

stores are open every day from 10:30 am to 8:00 pm, and 

there are many 24-hour businesses throughout all major 

cities.

Diners Club, Visa, American Express, and Master Card are 

widely accepted at major hotels, shops, and restaurants in 

most cities. Check with your credit card company for details 

on merchant acceptability and other services which may 

be available.

TAX REFUNDS TELEPHONE / MOBILE PHONE

To receive a tax refund, present receipts for your purchased 

goods to the customs desk at Incheon International Airport 

upon your departure. These receipts can be cashed-in at 

the Cash Refund Office in front of the Airport Duty Free 

Shop.

To make international calls, please dial the international 

dialing code (001,002, 00700) + country code + area code 

+ phone number. Most convenience stores, hotels and 

airports sell domestic and international calling cards. 

Mobile phones can be rented at the airport or at major 

hotels. You will need identification (passport) and a credit 

card to utilize mobile phone rental services.

TIMES ZONE ELECTRICITY

Korea is 9 hours ahead of Greenwich Mean Time (GMT+9) 

and does not recognize daylight saving time.

The standard electrical supply is 220 volts AC/60 cycles. 

Most hotels can provide outlet converters for 110 and 220 

volts. Always double-check the power supply before 

plugging-in your equipment.


